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Natural Semantic Metalanguage Theory and Its Semantic Explanatory
Power of Emotional Lexicons
Sun ShuHang Xue Wen-bo
( Center for Russian Language Literature and Culture Studies of Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080)

Emotional lexicons are the reflex of cultural model and mental world. However because of their semantic complexity there
are some problems in defining emotional lexicons such as vague definition cyclic explanation and ethnocentrism. Natural Se—
mantic Metalanguage( NSM) is an effective method by Wierzbicka to describe lexical semantic structure systematically. Through
NSM  we can objectively accurately describe semantic structure of emotional lexicons in different languages construct their NSM
definitions and draw out emotional concepts of different cultures. Taking emotional word “couysctsue” in Russian and
“tongqing ”in Chinese as an example this paper applies reductive paraphrase of NSM to analyzing the explanation process of NSM
and its semantic explanatory power. It is concluded that NSM has universal semantic explanatory power in emotional lexicons.
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