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A Comparative Study of Syntactic Structures of Russian and Chinese Public Signs
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( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China)

Functions of the public signs determine their various linguistic forms which are demonstrated by some certain modes. This
paper discusses the syntactic structures of Russian and Chinese public signs. It argues that they have more similarities than diffe—
rences but Chinese public signs are euphemisticall while Russian ones are direct. As for one public sign the Chinese one has
various expressions while the Russian one is monotonous relatively. And the four—character structure rthymed both in initials and
ends are frequently used in Chinese while there is no peculiarity in Russian. Nouns or noun phrases are frequently used in indica—
tive signs. Nouns are majority in Russian indicative signs while noun phrases are widely used in Chinese ones. And for the hint
or caution signs there are no fixed modes for the hint while there are fixed expressions in both Chinese and Russian caution
signs. There are four groups in prohibition signs: Do and Dont there are some corresponding forms both in Chinese and Rus—
sian; single prohibition there are some fixed expressions in Russian; Xie jue is the peculiar expression in Chinese. There are
roughly corresponding sentence patterns in both Russian and Chinese mandatory signs. Generally speaking imperative phrases
are widely used in both Russian and Chinese appealing or call-on signs in which rhymed words or homophones are usually used
in Chinese while elliptical sentences are widely used in Russian. The paper provides reference for how to regulate public signs in
Russian in China the translation between Chinese and Russian public signs as well as for the comparison between Russian and
Chinese and translation teaching.
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