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A Study on Identity from the Perspective of Sociolinguistics
Yuan Zhou-min
( Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications Nanjing 210023 China)

This paper surveys the history of research on relationship between language and identity in sociolinguistics. The early socio—
linguists take a static approach to study the relationship between language variation and social identity; the middle stage witnesses
the emphasis on the communicative activities and speech events; and the contemporary interactional sociolinguistics attaches due
importance to the language not only as a tool to convey information but also as an act to realize a certain performance stressing
the significance of using natural data to explore the interlocutors” co-construction of their identities. This paradigm of identity study
presents a wider scope and a variety of research methodology with a notable achievement. However there is still a need for improve—
ment in terms of analytic and explanatory framework and research methods.
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