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A Minimal Approach to the Derivational Mechanism of Unaccusative Constructions
Wang Yong-di Han Jing-quan
( Shijiazhuang Tiedao University Shijiazhuang 050043 China; Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Guangzhou 510420 China)
The “Predicator Decomposition Mode” can provide a principled account for the internal structure of complex verb phrases.
Under a feature analysis two defining features are specified for the light verb: the telicity feature +TEL and initiation feature
+INI . In the spirit of the Minimalist Syntax it is argued that the +INI feature carried by the head of functional IniP pre—
sents two functions: within IniP it determines whether the internal §-role of the verb phrase can be assigned accusative case;
within vP £ INI feature determines whether the light verb can project external §—ole. As far as unaccusative predicator is con—
cerned the NI feature is the fundamental reason for its disability to assign accusative case and to project initiative external 6—
role and hence the derivational mechanism of unaccusative construction can be revealed.
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