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Introspection on the Discursive Construction of Ethnic—minority Area Identities:
Analyzing the Image Representation of Inner Mongolia in People’ s Daily
Wu Nan Zhang Jing-yuan
(University of Science and Technology Beijing Beijing 100083 China)

Guided by the constructive theory this paper focuses on the construction and introspection of ethnic-minority area identities.
An analysis of the image representations of Inner Mongolia in People’ s Daily shows that the “prairie” image among diverse ima—
ges of this region has been given the greatest prominence in media discourses via such discursive strategies as the choice of re—
ferences indicating the whole area and modifiers of “Inner Mongolia” at the clausal level and the foregrounding/backgrounding
of certain information at the discursive level. Based on these findings the paper seeks to introspect the salient representation of
the “prairie” image and to modify the present discursive strategies in an effort to construct a well-rounded positive view of Inner
Mongolia and to better serve the needs of the Belt and Road Initiatives.
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