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A Cognitive Semantic Approach to the Meanings of the “V +up” Construction in English
Liu Meidi Wang Wen-bin
( Ningbo College of Health Sciences Ningbo 315104 China; Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China)
This paper attempts to explore the semantic classification realization and relationship of English “V +up” construction from
the perspective of cognitive semantics. What the paper finds is as follows: (1) The meanings of English “V +up” construction
involve space domain social domain and mental domain and the meanings in each domain can be further classified into the
meanings of direction and the meanings of result; (2) The meanings of English “V + up” construction are the realization of cog—
nitive images: the different combinations of the base and the profile can produce different images and thus construct different
meanings; (3) The meanings within one domain are metonymically related to one another while the corresponding meanings
across domains are metaphorically connected to one another.
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; “ + 7 b. The shop has been closed up because of poor
management.
@ a. I really could not pluck up courage to do so.
o b. She fired up at the arrogance of him.
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© a. Bring the car up to the door it1l be easier to

b. Ifill up the tank with gasoline about once a week.
(D a. He plans to bring up the issue at tomorrow’s mee—

ting.
b. He filled up his life with meaningless tasks.
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It's easier to pull down a house than to build it up.

(@ After an accident most drivers need to build up their
confidence again.
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(0 He was brought up by his mother single-handed.
@ He had been brought up to believe that marriage was

forever.
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