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A Study on Anxiety as the Propellant of Emerson’ s Philosophy
Chen Xin-yi
( Nanjing University Nanjing 210023 China)

Analyzing Emerson” s journal and works against the social and historical background of America in 19" century this paper
argues that status anxiety aroused by social expectations and European cultural supremacy was a problem besetting American
people in general and Emerson in particular. Strategies such as introspection intelligent misanthrope and self—reliance proposed
in “American Scholar”  English Traits and “Self-Reliance” formed the basis of Emerson’ s philosophy while providing a solu—
tion to status anxiety.
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