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The Chinese Character Adverb Jiu: A Functional Approach
He Wei
( University of Science and Technology Beijing Beijing 100083 China)

Based on Systemic Functional Linguistics and one of its models the Cardiff Grammar in particular this paper investigates
the Chinese character adverb jiu with the aim to specify its meanings in different contexts and the corresponding syntactic elements
it expounds. The research results show that the adverb jiu may express experiential interpersonal and logical meanings. The ex—
periential meaning includes the deictic temporal meaning and the specification meanings of time scope cause purpose
amount etc. ; the interpersonal meaning is mainly confined to modality; and the logical meaning has in its scope sequence con—
dition and result purpose and measure cause and result and postulation and result. Corresponding with its experiential inter—
personal and logical meanings the character jiu expounds respectively the Auxiliary or the Inferer/inferer element the Auxiliary
element and the Linker or Binder element in the syntactic structure.
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