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An Analysis on Personality Psychology of the Tragic Character Humbert
in Lolita

Wu Qi-fang

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: Nabokov became a well-known writer in the 20th century because of his special cultural
identity of Russian, American and European which makes his works unique. The advent of Lolita even
pushed Nabokov to the pinnacle of his career, but this work that describes love between a
thirty-seven-year-old male hero Humbert and his twelve-year-old step-daughter Lolita has touched the
social and cultural moral bottom line. What's more, the work is in dispute due to its pedophilia and incest
moral problems. This article tries to explore the interrelation between “Id, Ego, and Superego” and desire
based on Freud’s psychoanalytic theory to explain the hero Humbert's distorting behavior. Furthermore,
this paper excavates the function of libido in producing Humbert’s personality so as to reveal the root of
Humbert's tragedy.
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