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no concept of a horse” and Gongsun Longs “ ‘Horse” is what one uses to name the form( concept) of the horse”
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What Meaning Does “Horse” Give?

— A Glimpse into the Issue of the Minimal Semantic Content of Word
Liu Li-min
( Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)
This paper examines the two apparently contradictory but actually compatible propositions: Qian Guanlians “ ‘Horse’ gives

on the basis of

which a further discussion is given on the relationship between concept and word-meaning. The paper holds that a word cannot

give the entire contents of a concept but it does have a minimal semantic content which is an abstracted fragment of the concept

contents. In forming a language sign it is not the concept as a whole but the abstraction of one of the contents of a concept that

combines with a signifier.
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