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The Analysis of There-be Existential Construction Based on Russells Description Theory
— A Reflection on Whether “Exist” Can Be Used as Predicate
Wang Yin
( Sichuan International Studies University Chongging 400031 China)

Russell comprehensively epitomized the theory of referentialism adhering to onotological commitment and criticizing “S—P
Pattern” by Aristotle. He thought that the NP in the subject position of a proposition should refer to a real object in our world. If
so it is unnecessary to say it exists otherwise it is redundant. If the subject position is occupied by an empty name it is contra—
dictory to say it exists for it might cover a deep logical structure of different types although its grammatical structure is right for S—
P Pattern. The possible approach to solve this problem is to rewrite this kind of subject as Quantified General Statements and re—
solve it into predicate in order to discover the deep logical structure of the proposition thus initiating the linguistic turn in western
philosophy by way of language analysis for the solution of existence-thought problem. In there-be existential construction in Eng—
lish NP as subject is usually indefinite. English Grammar books at home have rarely mentioned this phenomenon not to speak of
explanation. The present paper attempts to explain this by means of Russells Description Theory.
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