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On Harold Acton’s Translation of Chinese Literature

Guan Xing—<hong Ma Hui—uan
( Beijing Language and Culture University Beijing 100191 China; Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China)
This paper introduces translated poetries plays classic and modern novels by Harold Acton who lived in Beijing in 1930s.
Four of his works Modern Chinese Poetry Famous Chinese Plays Glue and Lacquer Peach Blossom Fan are highlighted. His
newly recently found works are also discussed.
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( Chaney Ritchie 1985: 40) .
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o //He dallied daily with the flowers ( a) /With
little nuns misspent his hour ( a) /And wretched them on a
convent reef. ( b) /Those nuns were lusty succubae (c¢) /
Too strong for any debauchee; (¢) /Alack he quickly came
to grief! ('b) /He lost his hair through amorous strife ( d) /
And finally he lost his life. ( d) /O ponder ye that flowers
crave (e) /Upon his solitary grave! ( e)

o : o /1 Tach’ing paid

homage to these gilt images and asked the maid to an—
nounce him to the Abbess. She invited him to sit down and

shortly after a youthful nun appeared.

(3)
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The servants who had all been bribed with plenty of meat
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and wine now threaded their way to the back garden by the

light of flickering torches and dug a deep pit beside a sprea—
ding cypress.

""" /1 They were about to withdraw when they no-

ticed the messenger with his neck craned forward. Thinking

he was a spy. ..
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in a soothing sleep which lasted till
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nace he could scarcely lift his head.
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