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A Contrastive Analysis of the Markedness of E-C Spatial Metaphorical Twin Word
Orders from the Perspective of Prototype-model Theory

Cheng Xiong-yong
( Henan University of Technology Zhengzhou 450001 China)

Metaphor is both a rhetorical case and a cognitive means of humanity. Human body is the cognitive prototypical model of

spatial metaphors. The asymmetrical and symmetrical phenomena of the body on top of the cultural and social influences cause

numerous spatial metaphorical twin words both in English and Chinese languages. The sequence of the two spatial metaphorical

twin words is determined by unmarkedness prototype prior to markedness model which not only adapts to linguistic characteristics

but also to the general cognitive regularities of humanity. As such based on the contrast of the vehicle selections and internal

structures of E-C metaphorical words this paper attempts to reveal that many similarities exist between English and Chinese meta—

phors due to the similar living environments and cognitive foundations and that there exist evident differences simultaneously due

to cultural dissimilarities.
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D High and low all made fun of her. /

@ This jacket was seamless woven in one
piece from top to bottom. /

@ Communication both up and down the or—
ganization has obviously improved. /

@ The sister was dressed in designer clothing
from head to foot. / o

“ /
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°

(B The little girl elbowed right and left in the
crowd crying for Mom. /

(6 Walkers are required to look right and left
before crossing streets. /

(@ The player suddenly broke right and left the

company of his defender. /
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Apply appropriate product on the skin from ( parataxiy “ / 7
inside to outside pursuant to skin texture. / N N
(@ The volcanoes in this area are active enough N N N N
to render the whole moon inside out. / N N ( 2004:33)
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N @3 From near then far comes the solemn and
“ o7 “©or tragic sound of a flute. / o
“©o7 ¥ Chinese people tend to rush back home from
“« o7 ( 2002: 30) . near and far at the Spring Festival. /
( 2000: 27) . @5 As Chinese ancients said it goes without

A0 The most common doubles formation is one—

up one-back. /

@ All these cases are to be regularly checked

before and after treatment. /

°

A2 The switches for the fore and aft anchor will
have to be shifted to the bridge.

°
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knowing each other near and far
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