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Grice’ s Co-operative Principle and Wittgenstein’ s Natural Understanding:
A Response to Qian Guandian and Chen Jia-ying
Du Shi-hong Li Judi
( Southwest University Chongqing 400715 China)

Qian Guandian and Feng Guang-wu have differed insightfully from each other in interpreting Grice’ s co-operative principle.
Their inspiring insights manifest a need for reexamining Grice” s co-operative principle. Being descriptive rather than compulsorily
prescriptive  Grice’ s co-operative principle suffers a problem of inadequacy in accounting for conversational implicature. From
the perspective of Wittgenstein” s natural understanding the inadequate accountability of Grice” s co-operative principle can be
satisfied by Chen Jia-ying’ s co-operative principle of understanding. Thus a conclusion can be reached that although conversa—
tional implicature can be calculated through the linguistic form in terms of Grice’ s co-operative principle the meaning of conversa—
tion is never fixated on linguistic forms but generated through the co-operative understanding between discourse participants
whose cooperation in understanding is grounded in their common intelligibility.
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