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A Structural Equation Modeling Study on Conceptual Metaphors

in British and American CEOs’ Risk Discourse
Li Lin
( University of International Business and Economics Beijing 100029 China)

Based on conceptual metaphor theory data was collected from CEOs’ risk discourse in incorporates’ annual reports to study
conceptual metaphors and its predictive power by structural equation modeling method. The findings are: there are 11 conceptual
metaphors in CEOs’ risk discourse among which “war metaphor’  “health and disease metaphor’  “weather and geographic
terms metaphor’  “construction and housing metaphor’  “objects instruments and materials metaphor’  “measuring metaphor”
and “food metaphor” can be used to predict CEOs’ risk perceptions. The results of this study support our hypothesis about corre—
lation of conceptual metaphors with CEOs’ risk perceptions shaping corporate decision-making. The study is important for busi—
ness discourse studies and business language teaching.
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The sovereign crisis in the euroone
continues and  although acute risks have
been addressed by ongoing policy initia-

tives

Don’t think however that we have lost

our taste for risk.

some of these risks are interrelated and
3 certain risks could trigger the applicabili-

ty of other risks described below.

a variety of channels to build risk aware-

ness including;

The Group assesses the size and scale of
5 arisk by considering how likely it is that

the risk will occur.

All risk-taking must be transparent ~ con-

trolled and reported.

Identified risks are mapped to AstraZene-
ca’ s risk “taxonomy’  providing a
structured disaggregation of the various

potential risks facing the Group.

( Lackoff  Johnson
1980:5) . “
" 2000) . Waldron

( Waldron 1967) .
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