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The Washback Effect of the New Model of Foreign Language Examination in NCEE
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With English as a focus the present study investigates the washback effect of the new model of twice-a—year foreign language
test in NCEE( National College Entrance Examination) in Zhejiang Province through a questionnaire and an interview. A factor
analysis of questionnaires and interview information show that this reform can produce positive washback effects: teachers and
students lay more emphasis on the training and refinement of writing skills; it reduces students” testing anxiety and thus realizes
the reform’s original intention. However some negative washback effects exist: teachers show apparent discomfort and complaint
about the time setting of the two tests and the lack of evaluation of speaking skill in the test battery exerts negative effects on high
school English teaching and learning. It is hoped that these findings will provide constructive implications to further advance the
reform of NCEE.
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