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A Comparative Analysis of
The Use of Reported Speech in Chinese and English Newspapers
Gao Xiao-i
( Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China)

Reported speech plays an important role in News reporting. It serves to strengthen the factuality of news and it also helps a
writer express his or her personality. This paper chooses 200 Chinese and English newspapers in order to make a comparative a—
nalysis of the uses of reported speech and explore the reasons behind the similarities and differences in the hope of increasing peo—
ple’ s understanding of reported speech and improving their abilities of reading and writing news in both Chinese and English.
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3
3.1 Group Statistics
N Mean (Std. Deviation
200 Total 200 | .01985 | .005376 1=27.817
df =322.511
4784 200 200 |.00758 | .003171
p=0.00
2254
3.2
DS |PDS| IS |scaredS | slipdS | FDS | FIS | NRS 8
1358 | 133 |1796 | 275 37 1636|174 | 375 ° 4
4784 1239310 8
28% (3% (38% | 6% 1% |13% | 3% | 8%
278 | 48 |1081| 559 12 148 39 | 89 ( 11
2254 1295171
12% | 2% |48% | 25% | 1% |7% | 1% |4% 17 ) 7
( M =0.00567 =
0.00074) . ( M =
0.00053 = 0.00018) . ( =
2 o 0.00739 =0.00400) .
1796 ( M = 0. 00016 M =
38% ; 0.00004) . ( M = 0.00269
1081 48% M = 0.00040) . ( M =
o 0.00074 M =0.00013)
1358 28% ( M =0.00154 M = 0. 00037)
278
12% o
R s . 8
t =25.428 df =
273. 467 Sig. ( 2—tailed) =0.00( <0.05);
« » « » t=4.063 df =386.076
o Sig. ( 2—ailed) =0.00( <0.05);
: 275 t=11.131 df =336.583 Sig. ( 2-tailed)
6% , 559 =0.00( <0.05); t =3.206 df =
25% 320. 345 Sig. ( 2-tailed) =0.00( <0.05) ;
o t=3.930 df =
; 287. 109 Sig. ( 2-tailed) =0.00( <0.05) ;
t =15.572 df =257. 800
198 Sig. ( 2+ailed) =0.00( <0.05);
75 - T t=7.911 df=239.372 Sig. ( 2+ailed) =

t=27.817 df =322.511
=0.00( < 0.05)

66

( sig. 2-tailed)
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10.436 df =337.330
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T 6 5
t=24.
711 df =333.920 Sig. ( 2—tailed) =0.00
( <0.05); t =8.531 df =357.008
Sig. ( 2-tailed) =0.00( <0.05) ;
t =15.572 df =257. 800 Sig. ( 2—- 4 »
tailed) =0.00( <0.05) ; t=7.911
df =239.372 Sig. ( 2+ailed) =0.00( <O.
05) ; t =10.436 df =
337.330 Sig. ( 2-tailed) =0.00( <0.05) .
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o @ “It is an oxymoron ~ Adrian Benepe the
parks commissioner conceded in an interview last
; “ 7 ( evidentiality) year when the pilot project was being considered.
o “But boardwalk has become eponymous in the way
(3) Kleenex is for paper tissue. It is a generic term for
3 an elevated oceanfront walkway and other commu-—
nities use concrete.” ( The New York Times July
3.32 01 2011)
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