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A Study on the Interpersonal Meaning of Deontic Modality Metaphor
Liang Hong Cong Jia-hong Sun Qi-yao
(Harbin Engineering University , Harbin 150001, China)

The study aims to employ the quantitative and qualitative method to analyze utterances in televised presidential debates, so
as to find out the interpersonal meaning of deontic modality metaphor. Through the qualitative study of the interpersonal meaning
of the use of deontic modality metaphors,we find that deontic modality metaphors are usually employed to produce emotional reso-
nance, to emphasize viewpoints, to transfer conflicts and to euphemize. The use of deontic modality metaphors is helpful to the i-
dentity construction of the speaker in the given context, and the study on it has significance for better understanding its function
in the specific discourse and for adopting suitable strategies to improve the communicative effectiveness.
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@D T want us to invest in you. I want us to in-

vest in your future.
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@ And let’s have paid family leave, earned
sick days. Let’s be sure we have affordable child
care and debt-free college.
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@ And I have no reason to believe that he’s

ever going to release his tax returns, because there’s
something he’s hiding.

TEIR XS T e GN AL J7 T L B Y TR N, A i
FEE A A A g5 S R A TIE B AR UL A,
Pui A C RSB, kTR S, < AT B
TEMARAR” M2 2 T B, PR DA 3 TE 2 Al BT 22 3
Y, X5 g i N BT EEARXT , 2o ke v 35 e 3 X
A7 2 T o3 AT RS, FRIB WA A8 A 2 A NAE
AT T3 — 7 i 3 o B g 1) 38 e RS 381 2 UL = 52
b TP B A TR, BN — P 5 TEOE, H
PEXT T A S FTE T A (Cassi 2018:66)

@ . ..he owes you the answers to that, and he
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® And I think it’s important that we grip this

and deal with it, both at home and abroad. And

here’s what we can do. We can deploy a half a bil-
lion more solar panels. We can have enough clean
energy to power every home. We can build a new
modern electric grid. That’s a lot of jobs; that’s a lot
of new economic activity.
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® I am determined that we’re going to get the

economy really moving again, building on the pro-
gress we’ve made over the last eight years, but never
going back to what got us in trouble in the first
place.
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@ Well, TI've heard he said this at his rallies,

and it’s really unfortunate that he paints such a dire

negative picture of black communities in our coun-
try.
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