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The Linguistic Turn and Concern for Language

Feng Guang-wu
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China)

There have been two competing arguments as to who inaugurated The Linguistic Turn. Bergmann( 1953) and Hacker
(1996) both claim that Wittgenstein is the first to execute the Linguistic Turn while Dummet ( 1973 1993) maintains that it
begins with Frege’ s discussion of the meaning of numbers in The Foundations of Arithmetic. This article argues in favour of the
former view that the Linguistic Turn started with Wittgenstein” s Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and completed with his Philosophi—
cal Investigations. But unlike Bergmann who seems to have ignored Frege and Russell we argue that Wittgenstein’ s doctrine
that all philosophy is a critique of language does not come about in complete autonomy. Rather it grows notably out of the ground
prepared by Frege’ s quantificational logic and Russell” s theory of definite descriptions. It is also noted that concern for language
is nothing new in first philosophy or metaphysics and epistemology but it is hardly in the same spirit or with the same purpose
that characterizes the Linguistic Turn which is a philosophical method adopted by a group of philosophers after the first quarter of
the 20" century to approach metaphysical and epistemological questions through analysis of language formal or natural.
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