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The Disjunct Potential of English Evaluative Adverbs
Zhang Li—jiao
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

In this paper evaluative adverbs are examined for their abilities to be disjuncts. According to the sum of positions and syn—

tactic contexts that allow them to appear a disjunct potential hypothesis is proposed which claims that evaluative adverbs are not

mono—function disjunct adverbs but adverbs with disjunct potential. Those with strong disjunct potentials can appear at more clau—

sal positions with the least syntactic and semantic restrictions and ambiguity while those with weaker potentials are restricted at

certain positions with stricter syntactic and semantic contexts. When the low disjunct potential evaluative adverbs appear at hostile

positions there will be ambiguity. In fact data show that there are more examples of them appearing at unmarked positions.

Key words: English evaluative adverbs; disjunct; disjunct potential; the scale of disjunct potential

1 ( evaluatives) ( fortunately)

( disjunct) (style) ( frankly) .

“ 7 ( the evaluative

adverbs as disjuncts) .

( Quirk et al. 1973 1985) .

“ ”( sentence modifier) “ N N ( Green—
7 ( Sweet 1891 Poutsma 1926 Jacobson 1964 baum 1969; Jackendoff 1972; Bellert 1977; Quirk et
Greenbaum 1969) o al. 1973 1985; Ernst 2002) .
Biber
(2000) “ 7 ( stance adverb) o
3 ( epistemics) ( possibly)
* “ 7 2015 “ ”

(GIC1215119) .

38

o



2017

( BNC)
( COCA)

. Steinbeck’s Cannery Row is sadly
overwhelmed with souvenir shops and seafood restau—
rants sadly

. Luckily Enfield
had his writing partners Paul Whitehead and Char—
lie Higson to fall back on;

: It’s not as urgent as

that fortunately;

“«

( adjunct) ( subjunci)

2»

this wonderful sensitivity

@D Sadly for old cats
does not last long.

2 He smiled sadly.

@  sadly @  sadly
o Quirk  ( 1985: 620 —
622)
o Quirk
(1985)
3
( fortunately unfortunately
luckily )
( hopefully ironically mercifully )
( happily unhappily conveniently ) .
2.1
A ={xlp x} x = CONTEXT ( syntactic context)
VxeA. Case, ={y,} 1y, =DISJUNCT; F(x) =
i A
X X A
Case, Yi Y
X Y1

® Fortunately for us both Dulcie had become

a star both in theatre and films.

which fortunately
will be with them today.

@ The legacy of those eras
have not been repeated

(B Symptoms are similar to those of hog cholera
another devastating animal disease that has fortunate—
ly been eradicated in the United States.

(® We come upon a few more fossils which
Sfortunately remain intact.

(D Despite this blow

R-2 only to have Jim Haizlip cartwheel the racer

the Granvilles rebuilt the

Jfortunately without injuring himself.

It’s not as urgent as that jfortunately .
fortunately

( ®). ( @) . (
®) . ( ©) . ( @

( ®) - fortunately
o fortunately
for

6 for us both.

fortunately

@ have not been re—
peated
2.2

A={x| ox} x=CONTEXT VxeA,

Case, = {y, ¥} vy, =DISJUNCT; y, = ADJUNCT;
F (x) =y, or y,; A

X X
A Case, A2 Y,
M Y2 X M
Ys X

(@ Hopefully for Max and Stella the only things
that remain divided are a bunch of toys and belon—
gings — some at Mommys house some at Daddy’s
and only a few lost in transit.

10 We hopefully have punished all the people
involved.

@ T knew we'd hopefully be sitting down today
so I wouldnt do a lot of walking.

@2 A beetle hopefully tangents across the floor.

@3> Once the first candidate left
turned hopefully to Riley.

@ “Do you feel ill?” he asked hopefully.

Morgaine
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©) @  hopefully
@ @  hopefully
; (B} @  hopefully
Case, Y,
Y1 °
2.3
3 : N
A={xl ¢} x=CON-

TEXT VxeA; Case; = {y, v 15} vy, =DIS-
JUNCT vy, = ADJUNCT vy, =SUBJUNCT; F (x) =
y, or y, or y;; A
X X A
Case, 3 Vi Y2 Vs

Yi Y2 Y3

A={x| @a} x=
CONTEXT Vx e A; Case, , ={y, ys yyy}
y, = DISJUNCT 'y, = ADJUNCT y,, = SUBJECT
SUBJUNCT; F (x) =y, or y, or yy;

A={x| ¢ x} x =CONTEXT Vx e A;
Case; , = {y, % ¥y»} v, =DISJUNCT vy, =
ADJUNCT  yy, = INTENSIFYING SUBJUNCT;
F(x) =y, ory, or yyy
Ya(n Y32 °

@5 Happily this band of devotees were gener—
ously rewarded with an evening of unusually imagi—
native and refined music-making.

A6 Happily he admired her throat and the ring

of bare arm that showed between the tops of her long

gloves and her gown’s puffed sleeves.

@  happily fortunately
“ " (‘happy) ; 10 “
...... v« »” he
was happy and admired her throat happily

°

(BB
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@ They said hello cheerily as we passed and
for no particular reason other than mindless banter 1
concluded our exchange with some hopeless attempt
at humour which happily has been blacked from my
memory.

a9 “Comparison shop just like you would for
tires and shoes ” said Weinberg who says he’s
been dealing with precious metals for 50 years. He

happily will provide customers with the names and

numbers of his competitors.

@  happily
which
happily ; (E]
he happily happi—
ly ( he)
7 happily for—
tunately o
happily E—

@9 That kind of eccentricity could happily be
applied to the Kennedy Center which is surrounded
by sterile empty plazas and access roads.
@0 Mr Deaves” responsé ‘1 will happily pay all

the money back as soon as I can.”

@ happily
fortunately 0
happily I will be happy

and pay all the money back.

@D Kieran needs little introduction — a law
graduate of this very university he has chosen in—
stead of wig and gown the open road and the guitar
case happily with tremendous success.

2 “You're a little nuisance ” he said happily.

@D happily
: @ happily
2.32
( de—
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gree) o

@3 Oddly enough all the shots were done when
Kevin was still an assistant.
@ Incredibly for him he took 81 with two se—

vens.
HAVE

@ “To the dog”
ning the landlady’s dog

the philosopher says — mea—
which oddly has vanished
raising his shot glass.

6 @  oddly

@  oddly HAVE

@0 As a child she had curiously placed her hand
under a bucking horse.

@D . .. until Nancy incredibly escaped.

@9 A few months back a reader oddly asked
you for a perfume recommendation.

3

NO.  [DISJUNCT | ADJUNCT | INTENSIFYING NOT SURE

® 9 e
~
f=—)

( Jacobson 1964;
Jachendoff 1972; Greenbaum 1969; Hoye 1997; Ernst
2000 2002 2009) ;

Case,

- Case,

29 Celia had replied hopefully.
“. .. Why?” he asked hopefully.
29  hopefully
Celia had replied; S0

o Case,

hopefully asked

Case,
Case, > Case,. Case,
o Case,_,
( agentive subject)
( dynamic predicate)

@BD This impulse was the great sin of Israel in
the desert which unhappily coincided with the gi—
ving of the commandment regarding graven images.

32 I will happily pay all the money back as
soon as | can.

33 Such topics also conveniently provide stories
that can be used to fill newspaper column space du—
ring periods when there are no news events.
while

3D They have conwveniently forgotten that

they argue France does not have a coach or a selec—

tion panel.

( para—
phrase) 4 unhappily convenient—
ly @D happily
unfortunately ;' @2  happily 1

will be happy and I will pay all the money back
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; 33 convenient— Case; _,
ly such topics also provide stories conveniently Case; _,
;3D They were deliberate to “for— °
get’ conveniently forget Case, > Case, > Case;_, > Case;_,o
( forget )
conveniently deliberately BNC
o COCA
Case; _, 5o
2
« + »
M| mM | eM iE ek
Case, | Case, s, fortunately + +] o+ + + +
Case, . luckily + + o+ + + +
« N " Case, | e, .hopt.’,fully + ]+ + +[res. +
’ ironically + +] o+ + + /res. +
° Case; happily +lres. |+/res.| + | +/res. | +[res. +
. Casey _,
sadly +lves. |+/res.| + | +/res. | 4 /res. +
. . . “ . i Gty s oddly + + | - |+/amb. |+ /amb. /res.| -
° amusingly + + | = |+/amb. - -
“ 7 “ " ( Manner) ( :1=the initial position ; M = the medial posi—
BNC tion :iM = the initial medial : mM = the medial
COCA ° medial i eM = the end medial : E = the end
o position :iE = the initial end . ek = the end end
Case; _, Dy Do
o .+ /res.
; + /amb.
“ ) °)
3> Kate’s smile was oddly gentle. ) Case,
3>  oddly “ 7 (iE)
gentle o ; Case,
“ 7 o ; Case;_,
4
: “ + 7 ; Case; _,
30 On the back is a lengthy description of
Wilde’s accomplishments oddly focusing on his lus—
trous academic career. Case, , “mM”
30  oddly focusing ;
focusing on his lustrous academic career (eE)
o 30 oddly o Case, _, -ingly
o . amusingly annoyingly astonis—
Case; _, “ 7 hingly disappointingly delightfully  disturbingly
pleasingly refreshingly BNC COCA
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Case, > Case, > Case;_, > Case,_,

° 2
(eM)
; (1E)
eM >M >iM >iE >ek >1
(1
3 (1)
(2) “for + NP” ( 3)
( unmarked)
(
2012 2012 2014 2015) »

113

: Case,

Case, Case,_, Case; _,

. Case, > Case, > Case;_; >

Case; ;o
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