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The Role of Word Decoding and Language Understanding in College Students’
English Reading . Verification Based on SVR Theory
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(Shaoguan University, Shaoguan 512005, China;South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Based on the SVR model, this paper analyzes the influence of English reading on college students’ abilities to decode words
and understand language. A sample survey of 168 non-English major first-year college students was carried out. The article ana-
lyzed pronunciation division, listening, reading comprehension, reading of words, spelling of fake words, and paragraph reading.
The results of the study showed that: (1) College students’ decoding and the overall level of English were very low, and there was
a large gap among the participants. There were significant differences in reading comprehension between low score groups and
high score groups; (2) There was a clear correlation between word decoding and reading comprehension and the degree of speech
comprehension and English level; (3) Reading and understanding meanings of words could significantly improve reading ability ;
(4) The score of low score group was significantly lower than the high score group in terms of word decoding, listening compre-
hension, and reading comprehension, but there was no significant difference with the high score group in speech division, rapid
naming, and reading fluency; (5) Linear regression showed that the difference in English reading ability could be explained in
SVR theory. The results show that word decoding and reading comprehension play an important role in college English learning.
The SVR model can effectively solve college students’ English reading problems. The influence of English language comprehen-

sion ability on Chinese college students’ English reading comprehension is analyzed, and suggestions are proposed. That is to en-
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sure that the ability of word decoding and language comprehension should go hand in hand. Raising the ability of reading compre-

hension should be also concerned.

Key words:SVR model; English reading; word decoding; language understanding; cognitive performance; linear regression
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