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“Performative Scholarship” and Meaning in the Zen Philosophy of Language
Huo Yong-shou
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China)

Drawing on the concept of “performative scholarship” in Zen studies abroad and related theories in the philosophy of lan—
guage this paper attempts to develop an analytical framework for meaning generation of Zen live utterances and thereupon analyze
four representative live utterances from Zen encounter dialogues. The study finds that meaning of live utterances in Zen encounter
dialogues is constructed mainly on the performative ( i. e. illocutionary and perlocutionary) dimension of the utterances. The Zen
philosophy of language bases on this maintains that pragmatic meaning is the matrix of the meaning generation while semantic
meaning serves as the basis of the pragmatic meaning but this basis as verified by the four cases analyzed means that the prag—
matic meaning is constructed based on the dissolution deconstruction and even destruction of the semantic meaning.
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