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From the Forgotten War to an Important War

— Russia re-evaluation of the First world war

Zhang Shengfa

Abstract: In the Soviet period, the historian's traditional view of the First World War was that the War was an
imperialist war that had been fought by the big powers for raw material sites,, sales markets and a new world
division. Bound by this point of view, Soviet historians cannot fully and objectively study the history of the WWI.
The situation changed only in the late 1980s and early 1990s when Gorbachev launched reforms. In the new Russia
after the collapse of the Soviet Union, with abolition of the traditional ideology and censorship, Russian historians
launched a more comprehensive and thorough research on a history of WWI, put forward new ideas and views that
are different from the past ones. The Russian President Vladimir Putin also made a new evaluation of the issue of
WWI and Russia in the War. Thus, the First World War that was the forgotten imperialist war became an important
patriotic war.

Keywords: WWI; Imperialist War; Patriotic War; Lenin; Putin

U3 320bITOH BOWHBI K BAKHOMNM BOIHE

— Ilepeonenka Poccueii IlepBoii MUPOBOI BOIHBI

Wxan [I>uda

[ Aunorauusi] B coBerckuii nepuoj B HCTOPHYECKOM COOBIIECTBE CYLIECTBOBAI CIEAYIOMINIA TPAJIHUIMOHHBII
odunmaneHeid B3MIsT Ha TlepByro MupoByto BoliHy: IlepBast MupoBas BoitHa — 3T0 MMnepuanuictiuyeckas BoiHa,
pa3BsA3aHHAs BEJIUKUMH JIep>KaBaMU B X0Z€ UX OOpbOBI 32 MCTOYHUKH CBHIPBS, PHIHKH COBITA M HEpPEAes MHpa.
Bynyun nonutnuecku CBA3aHHBIMU JaHHOI TOYKOW 3pEHUS, COBETCKUE UCTOPUKU HE CMOITH BCECTOPOHHE U
00BEKTHBHO PACKPBITH UcTOpHIO [IepBoit MIpoBOil BOiHBI. HekoTOphIe H3MEHEHHS B JAHHOW CUTYallly TPOU3OIIIIH
yums B KoHIe 80-x Hagane 90-x rT. XX cTomeTws ¢ HadyaoM ropbadeBckoit mepectpoiiku B HOBOi#t Poccun mocme
pacnana CoBerckoro Coro3a, BCIeICTBUE pacnaja TPAIUIMOHHONW MICOJIOTHH U OTMEHBI LIEH3YPbI, pOCCHICKHE
HCTOPUKH TIPOBOAAT OoJIee IMOTHOE U YIITyOIeHHOe UccienoBanue uctopun [1epBoit MUpOBOH BOWHBI, BBIABUTAIOTCS
HOBBIE TOUKHU 3peHus u nosunuu. Ipesuaent Poccun Bnagumup ITytun nan HoByro oneHky IlepBoil MupoBoii
BOlHe 1 ponu Poccun B 9TOM BOiTHE, BCIEICTBHE YeTO OHA M3 3a0BITOW NMITEPUAIMCTUICCKON BOMHBI IIPEBPATHIIACh
B Benukyo oreuecTBeHHYI0 BOIHY.

[ Karouesnie ciioBal] Ilepsas MupoBas BOiiHA; UMIIEPUATHCTHYECKAs. BOMHA; BEMKas OTEYECTBEHHAS BONHA;

Jlenun; Ilytun



