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The Humorous Function of Register Deviation from the Perspective of Appraisal Theory
Zheng Ying
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

This paper analyzes the metarelations created by explicit and implicit evaluative devices and how they contribute to the hu-
morous effect in the context of register deviation. It is found that the register deviation has very strong evaluative meanings and it
is often combined with the appraisal resources and together they create a kind of adaptation through the “disharmony”  which cre—
ates humor.

Key words: register deviation; appraisal theory; metarelations; humor; Friends

1 1985:12) .
o 3 o
§ » 3 ( N )
. ( 2005:81) .
2 ”( Widdowson 1992) .
( 2012 2005
. 3 . . 2013)
. ( Halliday Hasan
* «“ ” (14B090) .

28



2016

2
3
Martin ~ Rose  Halliday -
N 7 .
2012 :48)
N o 2001: 14) o
N 3 o
3 . o
. ( )
. 3 ; ( )
“ 4.1
”( White 2006: 39) o 0
“ 7 ; o Lemke
3 N
3 ( N N
) ( 2012) .
4 .
( »
o « (D Rachel: You gotta see these latest pictures of Emma.
Phoebe: Oh how cute! ( : Emma;
; : ; : )
Rachel: Yeah.
o7 N Phoebe: Oh she looks just like a little doll! (
( . Emma; : ; : :
2003) . : )
Thompson “ Rachel: Oh no no. That is a doll.
” Phoebe: Oh thank God Cause that thing’s really
( Thompson 2000: 65) - creepy! ( > doll; ;
“ ’ . )
"( 2012: 100) . ( Emma-doll ; -
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@ Chandler: Hi.

Em-

Monica: Hi you know we were just talking about ba—

con. ( . bacon;

; : )

Phoebe: No we were talking about tennis. Tennis is

more believable. ( : tennis;
( Bacon—tennis ; -
) ( S6EO01)
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o Monica Chandler
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® Scene: At Central Perk the gang is all there.

30

Julie: Oh youe losin” your apron here let me get it.

There you go. ( Ties it back up for her)

Rachel: ( to Julie) Thank you. ( » Julie;
: ; : ; : )
(under her breath to Chandler) What a bitch. (
Julie; : ; : ;
)
( Thank you-bitch ; -
) ( S2E02)
®
o Rachel  Julie
Judie  Rachel Rachel
Julie : What a
bitch. Rachel
@ Girl 1 on bus: Hey you. He’s just adorable. (

- Joey; : ; : ;
)
Girl 1: Oh there’s our stop.
Joey: Get outta here. This is our stop too.
Girl 2: You guys live around here too?
Joey: Oh yeah yeah sure. We live in the building by
the uh sidewalk. ( : girl; : ;
; : )
Chandler: You know it?
Joey: Hey look since wete neighbors and all what

do you say we uh get together for a drink? (  girl;

)

( Strangers-neighbors : -
) ( S2E06)
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dler
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Joey
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(® Ross: Happy birthday! . ]
Monica: Happy birthday! 2002(3) .
All: Rach! Come on! Rach! J .
Monica: It’s your birthday! 2012(1) .
Tag: Hey. —_
Chandler: She’s not as pretty as she was when she J . 2001(6) .
was 29. 2002 M .
Tag: Ms. Green would like to establish some ground 2003.
rules before she comes out. She would appreciate it if you . 14 »
dont use the words old or downhill or they still look pretty 14 » D .
damn good. ( - Rachel; : + 2013.
; : ; : ) D .
Joey: They do! ( . Rachel, 2012.
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