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The Interactivity of Memory System: A New Perspective of L2 Reading Memory Studies
Ni Jin-cheng Wang Meng-jie
(University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Memory is a cognitive system composed of three interactive subsystems: sensory memory, working memory and long-term
memory with different storage capacity and persisting length. The three-level memory information processing model and the inte-
ractive application of such strategies of attention, rehearsal and retrieval of memory information constitute the cornerstone of the
interactive theory of reading memory system. That is, the strategies of attention, rehearsal or retrieval are applied and integrated
into the interactive processing of reading memory. The attention strategy is used to promote the perception and encoding of input
information, as well as the transformation of sensory memory information into working memory information; the rehearsal strategy
or some other strategies are used to push information into long-term memory by reproducing reading information; the retrieval
strategy or some other strategies are used to activate the information of long-term memory, reproducing, integrating and associa-
ting long-term stored information, thus enabling it to return to working memory for information processing. This paper studies the
structures and interactive features of memory system, the memory capacity and its persisting length, the levels of memory informa-
tion processing, the memory strategies, as well as the relationship between memory capacity and L2 reading, and then, on the
basis of the previous studies and findings, probes into the interactivity of memory system, a new perspective of studying 1.2 rea-
ding memory.
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