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A Minimalist Syntactic Analysis of Double-subject Sentence in Chinese
Ma Zhi—gang Tian Qidin

( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China; Zhejiang University of Technology Hangzhou 310023 China)

Following the Phase Theory and the Left Branch Constraint this article presents a contrastive analysis of the two semantically
related sentences “Zhe Ke Shu Yezi Da and Zhe Ke Shu de Yezi Da”. The former is taken as a clause both with a topic projec—
tion and with a focus projection whereas the latter as a CP clause only with a subject. In accordance with the minimalist deriva—
tional mechanism the updated analysis on the basis of empirical data reveals the derivational differences between the two rele—
vant sentences especially in terms of informational structure. In addition the generative procedures of the two sentences demon—
strate the minimalist tenet of deriving all the structures by recourse to the same operation. Furthermore the typological feature of
subject-requirement for every English sentence and the reliance of overt means in the realization of possession relationship renders
it impossible for English to form a grammatical sentence like “Zhe Ke Shu Yezi Da”.
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