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Wittgenstein’ s Linguistic Idealism
Lu Han-yang
( Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University Fuzhou 350108 China)

As one of the founders of western philosophy of language Wittgenstein concerns himself with the relation between language
and reality. Many philosophers of language represented by Anscombe sum up Wittgenstein’ s relevant viewpoints as “linguistic
idealism”  which scholars like Malcolm however dismiss as a misnomer. Against the backdrop of western philosophical tradi—
tion and centered on such Wittgensteinian notions as “lifeform’  “normativity” and “language game” this paper attempts to
clarify the controversy in the debate and to argue that there is indeed an antirealist and naturalist element of constructivism in
Wittgenstein” s later philosophy. This element when distinguished from traditional idealism founded on psychological process and
mental entities can be properly termed “linguistic idealism”.
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