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Cognitive Expressions and Gattier Problem

Wang Lu
( Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

A simple sentence is a basic unit expressing ideas and a complex sentence can be made by simple sentences. Hence there
are in our language expressions some different levels which will make effects not only on the sense of sentences but also on their
truth and falsity. The cognitive expressions such as ‘know’ and ‘believe’ can play a role in building simple sentences as they
are predicates themselves but also can be added to a sentence playing a role in building cognitive sentences. The cognitive ex—
pressions might change the context in which a sentence occurs and therefore make the truth condition of a cognitive sentence more
complicated. Taking Gattier problem as an example this paper will show how to realize the truth conditions of cognitive sentences
and how to deal with problems involved in the discussions about Gattier problem.
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