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Meaning Holism and the Puzzle of Utterance Understanding
Wang Ai-hua
( University of Electronic Science and Technology of China Chengdu 611731 China)

Meaning holism holds that the meaning of an expression ( linguistic or mental) is determined by its relationship with other
expressions in the same system. Some philosophers argue that meaning holism would necessarily lead to various problems one of
which is that it will make understanding of utterance and thus communication impossible because it necessarily leads to a so—called
“elobal effect of any difference”. This paper holds that such a claim makes two important mistakes: (1) one-sided understanding
of the changing relationship between whole and part; (2) confusing ontological and epistemological questions; ( 3) misunder—
standing of understanding ( including understanding of utterance) . The first mistake lies in its treatment of all changes as qualita—
tive changes with ignorance of quantitative ones. The third mistake regards the holistic property of language as the necessary and
sufficient condition of utterance-understanding and treats understanding as a passive mechanic behavior. We hold that the neces—
sary and sufficient condition of utterance understanding is not holistic feature of meaning but the interaction between self others
and the world.
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