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Confusions Over the Use of Mood and Modality in the Study of Modality Abroad
Gao Yan-ming He Ming
( Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China)

Modality has long been a focus of linguistic study abroad. It will still be an area of research interest because of the long—
standing controversies and confusions over the uses and definitions of basic terms like mood and modality. This paper intends to
revisit these two terms. It begins with thoroughly reviewing the history of these terms and examining their uses and definitions
then it compares the two terms in their different uses so as to clear up all confusions achieve a better understanding of these
terms and provide some insights into the study of mood and modality in China. Its findings reveal that the connotations of both
terms were extended in different historical periods and the two terms shared similar elements both in form and meaning which
resulted in further confusions. The paper suggests that mood be used as the traditional verbal mood and modality be understood
as its original meanings suggest thus avoiding overgeneralization in meaning. In so doing modality could be distinguished from
mood and greater coherence could be achieved in connotations within.
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