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Abstract: People’s understanding of language functions has undergone a change from the
communicative, cognitive functions to the construction function. The construction function is mainly
embodied in that language constructs not only the human thinking world, but also the objective world in
which human beings exist. According to communicative and cognitive functions, language, as an
objective existence, is attached to human beings. However, according to the construction function,
language is a subjective existence. The conversion from objectivity to subjectivity not only promotes the
linguistic turn of philosophy, but also urges people to re-understand language from a new perspective;
which is significant to language research.

Key words: communicative function, cognitive function, construction function
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