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Load of Thought: Significance of the Debate between the East and West for the
National Identity of Russia

Zhang Haoqi

Abstract: The historical debate between Slavophiles and Westernizers in the mid 19" century has caused profound

influence to the national identity of Russia. Every time when Russia was during the great social transformation,

the debate between Slavophiles and Westernizers would become prominent, and the country would face the choices

between the “west” and the “east”. After the October Revolution, Bolshevik established Soviet Union, the new

political and cultural community, with bran new concept, making the traditional east and west debate calm down.

However, in terms of the thinking venation, Bolshevik can be said as the Westernizers under the new historical
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conditions, and the national identity constructed by it has been separated from the traditional culture basis. The
debate between the east and west was not been interrupted by suppression during the Soviet Union period, it rose
again in the reform period of Gorbachev and was continuously extended to today. The debate between the east and
west was the discourse structure formed under the empire context. As the historical heritage of Russia’s construction
of national identity, it was also the heavy mental load. To walk out of the debate between the east and west, Russia
must walk out of the empire first.

Keywords: Russia; national identity; debate between the east and west; Slavophiles; Westernizers; cultural identity

Nneiinoe Opemsi: B1usiHMEe NPOTUBOCTOsIHUA BocToka u 3anaga
Ha (popMHUPOBAHME HAMOHAJIBHOIO caMoco3HaHus Poccun

Wxan Xaouu

[ Aunoramms ] ITonemuka 3amagHuKkoB U CilaBsHOPUIOB B cepennne XIX Beka okasana rIyOOKOe BIMSHHE Ha
pa3BUTHE HALIMOHAJIILHOTO camMoco3HaHus Poccun. Beskuil pas, korga B Poccuu npoucXoasT KpylHble COLUaIbHbIE
nepeMeHbl, POTHBOCTOSTHHE Mek1y BocTokoM n 3ananom craHOBUTCS Bce Oojiee 3aMETHBIM, CTpaHa BCTAaeT Iepe]
BBIOOPOM KaKMM ITyTE€M Pa3BUBATHCS — 3alaHBIM WM BOCTOYHBIM. [locie OKTAOPHCKOHM peBOTIONMH OOTBIICBUKH,
PYKOBOJICTBYSICH COBEPIIICHHO HOBBIMH KOHIICTIITUSIMH, CO3/IaJ Il HOBOE MOJIHTHIECCKOE M KYIBTYPHOE COOOMIECTBO —
Cogetckuil Coro3, yTHXOMUPHUB MIPOTUBHUKOB U BBIAI 3a PAMKH 3TOT0O TPaJUIMOHHOTO CIIopa Mexay BocTokom
u 3amagom. OmHAKO, YTO KacaeTcs MICOTOTHICCKON CHCTEMBI, MOYKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OONBIIIEBUKH — 3TO 3aITaTHIKH
B HOBBIX MCTOPUYECKHUX YCIOBHUSAX U CHOPMUPOBAHHOE MMM HAIMOHAJIBHOE CAMOCO3HAHHME JHCCOHHUPYET C
OCHOBaMH TPAJUIIMOHHON pyccKoi KyasTypsl. B CoBeTckoM Coro3e MpOTHBOCTOSHHUE 3a1aTHUKOB U CIABIHO(IIIOB,
HECMOTPs Ha JaBJICHHWE, HE MPEKpaIlanoch, a B ATOXY ropOauyeBCKOM MepecTpOWKN OHO BCIBIXHYJIO C HOBOM
CUIIOl U mpojoKkaeTcs 1o cux mop. [IporuBocTosane Mexay BocTtokoM u 3amagoM — 3T0 CTpyKTypa JUCKypca,
BO3HHUKIIAs B UMIIEPCKOM KOHTEKCTE. SIBISSICH HCTOPUYECCKUM HacieaueM, GOpMHUPYIOIINM HallHOHATBHOE
camocosHanne Poccum, oHO TakKe CTallo ee TSHKEIIBIM HIC0JI0THIYECKUM OpeMeHeM U ecii Poccnst XoueT BBIATH U3
9TOTO WICOIOTUIECKOTO MPOTUBOCTOSIHAA MKy BocTokoMm m 3amamom, mpekae BCero eif HeoOXOAnMO BEIATH W3
UMIEPHUH.

[ Kimouesble ciioBa] Poccust; HaimonansHoe caMoco3HaHue; pOTUBOCTOsIHME BocToka 1 3anaa; ClaaBsHOQUIIbL;

3allaAHUKU; KYJIbTypHasd CcaMOOBITHOCTh
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