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The Theme of “Father and Son” in Babel’s Short Stories

Xie Chun-yan

(School of Foreign Languages of Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Father-son conflict has always been one of the most typical and prominent themes in Western
culture. To a certain extent, Russian literature follows the original form of the “Father and Son” cultural
motif and gradually develops into a universal thematic model. The art world of Babel appears as the
absolute power and the decline and collapse of the majesty of the fathers, and the children replace the
fathers on the stage of history. The main character structure of Babel's novels confirms the possibility of
reconstructing the image of the father from the universal value of man. Here Babel does not intend to

judge the moral values as positive or negative, but understands and presents the facts of cultural change
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in a state of moral division.

Key words: Babel; short story; theme; “Father and Son”

YeH EA #ASE (1969—), %, BRIISREA, LFMHE, SRIETLXFIEFEFRAR, T2
R e ARF I LF.

1A% B #8: 2018-09-03 [FrieskiE: x| 42]

72



