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An Explorer on the Waste Land
— on Eliot’s Modernity
Feng Yufei
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

Western modernism literature is a part of the capitalism culture in the 20" century. This kind of literature does not advocate
to reflect life by works but advocates to show the repression and distortion suffered by people from life. Compared with the tradi-—
tional literature modernism literature applies symbol implication stream of consciousness and novel structures to present the
sense of crisis of the alienated people in the absurd world. T. S. Eliot is one of the most famous poets in British and American
literature in the 20" century. He is the founder of Western modernist school whose long poem Waste Land is considered as the
milestone of the British and American modern poetry. This paper attempts to analyze the content and emotional expression of
Eliot’s representative poetry so as to elaborate its modernity.
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Garlic and sapphires in the mud
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Clot the bedded axle-tree.

o The trilling wire in the blood
Sings below inveterate scars
And reconciles forgotten wars.
The dance along the artery
The circulation of the lymph
Are figured in the drift of stars

) o Ascend to summer in the tree
20 We move above the moving tree
. 20 In light upon the figured leaf
. And hear upon the sodden floor
o Below the boarhound and the boar

Pursue their pattern as before

o But reconciled among the stars.
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( Walter Pater) 1873
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