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Syntactically and Semantically Unified Classification System of English and Chinese Verbs
Qu Yun-hua Xu Jinxiu Wang Xiao-ying
( Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310058 China)

Verb is the most important part-of-speech to both English and Chinese so the study of English and Chinese verbs is essential
to language research. English and Chinese are typologically different but they have some similarities such as both are relatively
fixed order languages and obey the sentential sequence of SVO. In order to make a comparison between verbs of these two langua—
ges a classification system which is unified both syntactically and semantically is desirable. This paper attempts to set up a clas—
sification system of verbs according to transitivity valency linear structural combinations and actual use of language. English
verbs can be classified into four main categories namely transitive verbs intransitive verbs ditransitive verbs and phrasal
verbs. Chinese verbs encompass three main categories which are transitive verbs intransitive verbs and ditransitive verbs.
These main categories are subdivided into smaller categories on the basis of valency and linear structural combinations. The in—
fluence of context should be investigated when some atypical phenomena of verbs occur. This classification system basically gua—
rantees the correspondence of English and Chinese verbs in the aspect of syntactics and semantics which can promote the English
and Chinese contrastive studies and natural language processing.
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in dictionaries.
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