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The Principle of Goal Direction and Interaction of Speech Acts
Liao Mei-~zhen
( Central China Normal University Wuhan 430079 China)

Human beings exist through interaction which is either verbal or non-verbal. Linguistic signs are mere carriers or forms; the

. ’
essence is one’ s goal ( s)

which motivate( s) and drive( s) interaction. Interaction is both intra — and inter — subjective

with the former being the basis for the latter. Interaction is hierarchical with goals permeating every level of interaction. Goals in

interaction and relationships in terms of goals affect both the strategies of the interactants and also the structure of the interaction.
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