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On Discourse Checks and Balances in the Flowers of War
from Critical Discourse Analysis Perspective
Tang Hong—juan
( Leshan Normal University Leshan 614000 China)

Discourse checks and balances have both self-favored and other-interested pragmatic functions in discourse communication.
From critical discourse analysis perspective discourse checks and balances purport to be the corresponding discourse strategies
the interlocutors apply in order to save face and balance face under the restrictions of contextual elements like social power
class age and cognitive abilities. This paper analyzes the methods of critical discourse analysis its contextual elements and
delves into the pragmatic functions and principles. Based on the exemplification of discourse checks and balances in the movie
the Flowers of War this paper elaborates how discourse checks and balances help to construct harmonious human relations and
communication mechanisms on the condition of executing both selffavored and other-interested pragmatic functions.
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George Chen: Father Ingleman fly away.

John Miller: Fly away?

George Chen: On here Japanese bomb.

John Miller:
right?

George Chen: Yes.

John Miller: Why was the deceased out here?

George Chen: Gu. All because of Gu.

John Miller: Gu?

George Chen: He said bad smell.
the body here.

John Miller:

He flew away with the bomb

He moved

Who’ s Gu?
George Chen: Gu is our cook. He ran away.
He leaves some students here. Some students took a—
way by parents. Some students nowhere to go.

John Miller: So who’ s inside? Just you and the
girls? Just you and the girls? Even without a body
you gotta to pay me.

George Chen: No.
38

John Miller: No. ..
George Chen: No.
John Miller: That’ s the rule. There’ s nothing
With that I came through 1

You gotta pay me.

I can do about it.
should raise the price. So is the money inside?

George Chen: No.

John Miller: Come on. There’ s no money in—
side?

George Chen: No.

John Miller: Let’s look. It’s a Catholic church.
There’ s gotta be some cash inside.

George Chen: No.

John Miller: No? You say anything but no?

George Chen: Can you fix truck? Help us.
Leave Nanjing.

John Miller: Fix this truck? For free?
George Chen: ( nodding)
John Miller: No. I can take parts sell parts.
You got tools?

George Chen: No.

John Miller: Let’ s get inside.
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John Miller: Lets go and find the collection box.
Where? Upstairs?

George Chen: No.

John Miller: Oh nice. Forget going back to the
refuge. 1 think I’ m bunking here tonight. ( smiling
scornfully) He’ s grim. Who’ s that? Is that Father
Ingleman?

George Chen: Yes.

John Miller: These North Europeans they’ re all
not much fun.

like.

Look at that face. He’ s ruining the. . .

You know tuna playwright
What do you

call it? Feng:--Fengshui?

George Chen: No... My father.
John Miller: Ah.
George Chen: Me. .. Orphan... adopted.

John Miller: I’ m sorry. But I just... It’ s not
good for me to have a priest staring at me while I’ m
sleeping. I can’t. Please I gotta just... there bet—
You got any drink around here?

George Chen: No.

ter.

John Miller: You’ re a church. You got wine
something?
George Chen: Nothing.
John Miller: Nothing?
George Chen: No no
John Miller: That’ s a shaving kit.
o ( What a jerk!)

no.

George Chen:
John Miller: Uh?
George Chen: o (T said you
are a jerk!)

John Miller: What did you say your name was?

George Chen: George Chen.

John Miller: George.

George Chen: Tomorrow you fix truck. Help us.

John Miller: Fix truck?

George Chen: No money!

John Miller: George.
o John
Miller George Chen
“No”
o John Miller
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° John Miller
George Chen
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John Miller: You know what could happen?

George Chen: Yes yes Iknow. I can do what
Father Ingleman tell me.

John Miller: Amazing. I think I hear what the
Father is saying right now.

George Chen: Yes?

John Miller: Yeah!

George Chen: What he saying?

John Miller: I think he’ s saying. .. that you’ ve

done an incredible. . . an incredible job taking care

of the girls. And that you’ re good so good. And I
think he’s also asking. . . what that awful wig on you
head? ( forcing a smile)

George Chen: Thank you!

John Miller:

go there. You gotta escape somehow before you get

You know that you can’t really
there. You gotta jump from the car or the truck or
whatever. You wait until it slows down goes around
the corner. That’ s when you jump.

George Chen: No I’ m no jumping. Don’ t
teach me!

John Miller: Why not?

George Chen: If I jump Japanese will find out

I will go all the way give you more time. You and

39



2013 ( » 2

the girls get out of the church. J . 2010( 11) .
John Miller
George Chen J. 2007(5) .
John Miller N N . J .
N N George Chen 2006(4) .
George Brown P. & Levinson S. Universals in Language Usage Po—
Chen liteness Phenomena A . In E. Goody ( ed.) Questions
George Chen “ 7 and Politeness C . Cambridge: Cambridge University
o John Press 1978.

Miller George Chen

4
« »
J. 2011(6) .
M .
2000.
J. 2006( 3) .
. ] .
1999( 2) .
J. 2008( 3) .
J. 2008(9) .
12012 - 11 -30

40

Fairclough N. Analyzing Discourse: Textual Analysis for So—
ctal Research M . London and New York: Routledge
2003.

Gee J.P. An Iniroduction to Discourse Analysis: Theory and
Method M . London: Routledge 1999.

Grice H. O. Logic and Conversation A . In P. Cole & J.
L. Morgan ( eds.) . Syntax and Semantics ( Vol. 3):
Speech Acts C . NY: Academic Press 1975.

Habermas J. C. S. Lenhardt & W. Nicholsen. Moral Con—
sciousness and Communicative Action M . Cambridge
MA: The MIT Press 1990.

Leech G. N. Principles of Pragmatics M . London: Long—
man 1983.

Martin J. R. Close Reading: Functional Linguistics as a
Tool for Critical Analysis A . In L. Unsworth( ed.) .
Researching Language in Schools and Communities:
Functional Linguistics Approaches C . London: Cas—
sell  2000.

van Dijk T. A. Discourse and Cognition in Society A . In
D. Crowley & D. Mitchell ( eds.). Communication
Theory Today C . Oxford: Pergamon Press 1993a.

van Dijk T. A. Elite Discourse and Racism M . Newbury
Park CA: Sage Publications 1993bh.

van Dijk T. A. Multidisciplinary CDA: A Plea for Diversity

A . In R. Wodak & M. Meyer( eds.) . Methods of
Critical Discourse Analysis C . London: Sage 2001.
van Dijk T. A. Discourse and Context. A Sociocognitive Ap—
proach M . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
2008.

Wodak R. & Meyer M. Methods of Critical Discourse Ana—

lysis M . London: Sage Publications Ltd 2001.

[ ER V)|



