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On the Motivation and Stylistic Function of Interpersonal Metaphor
— A Case Study of Interpersonal Metaphor in Business English Letters
Song Lai-quan Yang Zhong
( Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China)

This paper from functional perspective taking interpersonal metaphor in business English letters as a case purports to dis—
cuss the motivation and stylistic functions of interpersonal metaphor. It is argued that interpersonal metaphor is shaped by the
context of culture context of situation and speakers goal of communication; the context of international business culture and the
situation of business letter communication serve as the inducements of the occurrence of interpersonal metaphor in business Eng—
lish letters and the writer’s goal of conveying interpersonal “politeness” so as to achieve cooperation is the internal motivation.
Interpersonal metaphor presents a stylistic function through its “deflection” in certain styles; its “overuse” in business English
letters is the “motivated prominence” correlated with the context of situation and has the stylistic function in making some of
their lexical-syntactic characteristics and certain stylistic semantic features salient.

Key words: interpersonal metaphor; motivation; stylistic function; business English letters

1
( Halliday 2004 /2007: o “
58 Martin 2012a: 367 — 368 2018: 13) 7
Halliday ( . ) 1996 2018
o 1 497
( N N
# “ ”( 12BYY008) 0

:3105193269@ qq. com( )
50



2019 2

°

N ) 1 178 (D Is there a time next week that 1 can speak
( N N with you by phone to fine4tune my thinking/prepara—
N ) 399 tion for Thursday’s meeting with Janet?
; @ I am very interested in the opportunity to talk
( ) to personnel from the Research Group at Enron.
o Please let me talk to personnel from the Research

Group at Enron.

o ® I only have authority to extend these special
half-off prices through July 31 so I urge you not to de—

( © @ ) lay.
° @ I look forward to hearing from you to confirm

our meeting.
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“ 7 o ® I hope your shipment of garland arrived in
good shape.
® I trust that this data will satisfy any concerns
o you may have about our creditworthiness.

(@ Please let me know what I can do to help.

I look forward to hearing from you and get—
“ ” N ting the agreements signed very soon.
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