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Wilhelm von Humboldt believes the character and structure of a language express the inner life and knowledge of its spea—

kers and languages must differ from one another in the same way and to the same degree as those who use them. The meaning of

a language embodies the thought of a community. In other words

a language is a conceptual system. In the framework of Wil-

helm von Humboldt’s theory this paper from the perspective of the connotation of the two terms: gentleman and junzi attempts

to explore the different national personalities.
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2.1 “gentleman”

1900 THE ORIGINAL WEBSTER'S
UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY

g3 »
gentleman

(1)

o (In its
most extensive sense in Great Britain every man a—
bove the rank of yeoman comprehending noblemen.
In a more limited sense a man who without a title
bears a coat of arms or whose ancestors have been
freemen. In this sense gentlemen hold a middle
rank between the nobility and yeomanry. )
(2)
o (... the term is applied to men of education
and of good breeding of every occupation. . .)
(3) N N
o ( A man of good breeding po—
as distinguished from

liteness and civil manners

the vulgar and clownish.)
(4)

o ( A term of complaisance. In
the plural the appellation by which men are ad-
dressed in popular assemblies whatever may be
their condition or character. )

(5) gentleman
gentleman usher:

o ( In Great Britain
the servant of a man of rank who attends his per—
son. Also a prefix to his official title; as gentle—
man usher one who walks before his master and in—

troduces strangers into his presence.) ( Webster

1900: 485 —487)

« >

(1) . .

shows consideration for the feelings of other people;

( man who is polite and

man who always acts in an honorable way) ;

(2) (‘as a polite form of address
to men. For example gentlemen of the jury. Ladies
and gentlemen. ) ;

(3) ;

( man of wealth and social position; especially
one who does not work for a living) ( Hornby 2002:
614) .
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