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Mitigators in the Context of Chinese Politeness

Zhou Hua Han Xiao-hui
( Harbin Institute of Technology Harbin 150001 China)

A mitigator as a pragmatic strategy employed by participants performs diverse functions in adaptation to different factors in
a given cognitive environment. The addresser makes any attempt to downplay or sugarcoat the meaning of what is being said with
the hope of reducing any face-threatening acts. In face-toHface interaction mitigators act as a lubricant to contribute to an appro—
priate and successful communication. A successful communication cannot function without politeness and cannot exist without
such mutual manifestation. The cultural connotations of politeness within a cognitive environment provide powerful applicational
mechanisms for mitigators. This paper analyzes the discourses collected from the modern Chinese TV drama A Beautiful Era for
the Daughter-inHaw. It focuses on how mitigators are presented in the cognitive environment of Chinese politeness namely face
concern hierarchy and self-denigration in an attempt to illustrate the power of mitigators in successful communication.
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