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A Functional Study of the Chinese “Bei” Construction from
the Perspective of the Cardiff Grammar
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Beijing 100144  China; Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China)

Within the framework of the Cardiff Grammar — a model of Systemic Functional Linguistics this paper investigates “Bei”
construction in modern mandarin Chinese with the aim of specifying the part of speech of “Bei” and revealing various meanings of
“Bei” construction in different contexts. The research shows that “Bei” is non-termination passive verb indicating subject as the
bearer of action state and event. “Bei” and the following verb in “Bei” construction together express the meanings of passi—
vizing sufferring causing favor-acceptiing and identifying.
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