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A Study on the Inhibitory Processing of Chinese-English-Japanese Trilinguals”
Language Production during Code-switching

— With Asymmetric Switching Costs Being the Empirical Marker
Fan Lin  Zhang Shu-ing
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 10089 China; PLA University of Foreign languages Luoyang 471003 China)

This study examines the inhibitory processing of Chinese¥nglish-Japanese trilinguals” language production during code-switc—
hing. The study adopts picture naming paradigm using asymmetric switching costs as the empirical marker. The results show that
(1) the switching cost is larger for the relatively dominant language than for the nondominant language for all language pairs ( i.
e. asymmetric shift cost) ; (2) the size of the asymmetric switching costs are affected by the dominance difference between switc—
hing languages; and (3) significant or marginal differences exist between the response latencies of the participants” picture na—
ming for long and short cue-stimulus interval but the effects of CSI on language switching costs are not statistically significant.
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