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From the perspective of mental scanning in Cognitive Grammar this paper is aimed at exploring the cognitive foundations of

the grammatical and semantic characteristics identified in the approximate structure with “Lai”

as well as the source of the

meaning of approximate number of “Lai”. The findings are listed as follows: (1) The semantic scope of “Lai” is related to the

direction of mental scanning; (2) The goal of mental scanning imposes limits on the use of numerals and quantifiers and the dis—

tributional selection of “Lai”; (3) Those conceptual elements such as the scanning source scanning direction scanning path

and scanning goal lay the foundation for the extension of the verb “Lai” from denoting the meaning of motion to approximate num—

ber. The research has broadened the explanatory ranges of Cognitive Grammar and put forward an approach to other approximate

structures in Mandarin.
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