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A Study of Synaesthetic Metaphors in Shelley’s Poems
from the Perspective of Conceptual Blending Theory
Wang Jing—zhi Zhu Shu-hua
( Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China; Jilin University Changchun 130012  China)

The cognitive features of metaphors lead to their creative functions of language. Thus metaphors are often used to express
speakers” ideas: writers use metaphors to show their humanities; scientists use metaphors to describe their research discoveries;
teachers use metaphors to make their teaching more effective and politicians use metaphors to express their political view points.
The synaesthetic metaphors which are a kind of special metaphors can be employed to help people to know the world and under—
stand the world better from the perspective of cognitive linguistics. Conceptual Blending Theory is applied in this research to elu—
cidate the forms of synaesthesia synaesthetic transfer tendency and the construction process in Shelley’s poems.
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Sound and Dimness

Ay even the dim words which obscure thee

Flash lightning-ike with unaccustomed glow
— Shelley: Episychidion L 33 —34.

Sound and Transparency

Oh gentle Moon thy crystal accents pierce
The caverns of my pride’s deep universe

— Shelley: Prometheus Unbound Act IV L
-599.
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A voice came forth which pierced like ice
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— Shelley: The Revolt of Islam. Canto X L 2005:42 -43)
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Sound and Weight o

The weight of his exterminating curse ; 4

How light! . .. °

— Shelley: Queen Mab L 65 —66
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Nor your wife’s bitter words.
— Shelley: The Cenci. Act 111
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