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The Chinese Causative Clause: A Functional Approach
He Wei Zhang RuiHie
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China; University of Science and
Technology Beijing Beijing 100083 China)

Previous studies of Chinese typical causative clauses involving words such as shi ling and rang are mainly carried out from
the perspective of traditional grammar. This paper investigates semantic features and syntactic structures of Chinese causative
clauses within the framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics. The research shows that the semantic configuration of the causa—
tive clause is Causer + Process + Caused within which the Causer and the Caused represent a situation respectively. Syntactical—
ly the causative clause is a simple clause featured by the structure of Subject + Predicate + Complement within which the Sub-
ject and the Complement are in principle filled respectively by a clause. The paper carries out a thorough research of the causa—
tive process and proposes a new classification standard followed by a detailed functional semantic and syntactic analysis of its two
participant roles.
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