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A Comparative Study on Wittgenstein’s View of Context and
Halliday’s Model of Context
Yang Yan-rong
( Guangdong University of Technology , Guangzhou 510006, China;
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies , Guangzhou 510420, China)

Wittgenstein studies the relationship between context and meaning from the perspective of philosophy, and his view of con—
text is reflected in both his earlier and later works. Halliday studies language from the perspective of sociology, and puts forward
the register theory and establishes a context model. This paper attempts to outline the development of Wittgensteins and
Hallidays views of context and their influences on other disciplines. Despite the difference in their objectives and orientations,
their views of context share something in common, both emphasizing the importance of context in the production and interpretation
of meaning. Their great thoughts shed light on the development of other disciplines, especially pragmatics and sociolinguistics re—
spectively.
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