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Inadequacies of Lakoff’s Categorization Theory: Some New Reflections
Yang Mei
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China; Shandong University of Science and
Technology Qingdao 266590 China)

Lakoffs Categorization Theory is one of the important theories in cognitive linguistics. Although the theory has a wide appli—
cation in language study its inadequacies gradually draw researchers” attention. Previous studies on the topic mainly question the
essence of categories and the explanatory power of the theory in language study. This paper focuses on a comprehensive reflection
of the theory itself. Tt finds out that the inadequacies of Lakoff’s Categorization Theory include four aspects namely ( 1) the theo—
ry does not study categorization with a combination of synchronic and diachronic perspectives; (2) the theory is not verified by
sufficient crossJanguage data; (3) the relativity of prototype is overlooked; (4) the internal structures of ICM are inconsistent.
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@ The policemen lined up with the dogs to face

; the rioters.

( Tay— ; € @
lor 2001: 141) . .

1983:229) . . )

113 ”» «

@ Here he soon got better and began to hunt o
and wherever he went his dog now grown very

old went with him.

o

(@ Alaska’s famed Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race
officially kicked off last Sunday.

® 1T specially cook for my dogs dont want to
feed them with Dog Food all the time. In addition 1 o

take them to the pet shop for a hairdressing regularly.
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o ®
How did you get to the party?
o ® anger
5 red
He got red
N N . red anger
o shameful drunk sick mad o
red
R red anger
° 6Y) ©® red anger
(1) 1 (2) .
(3) :
« - ) i (4) o
2 (05) : o
How o
did you get to the party? (
?) o ( Al-Sharafi 2004: 160)
® a. 1 drove. o
o ( ICM)
b. I have a car.
. ( 1CM)
c. | hopped on a bus. 7 ( 1 168) ® red
o ( ICM)
( Lakoff 1987:382) . o
(® He got red with anger.
( ) - 6
“ ( Wittgenstein) ( Rosch)
A B N N
B A7 ( 178) o o
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