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A Construction Approach to Metaphor Studies
He Zhong-qing
( University of Science and Technology Beijing Beijing 100083 China)
Metaphor study has a long history and there are many schools of metaphor theory. This paper adopts a construction approach
to reviewing metaphor studies aiming at clarifying the general course of the development revealing the possible connection a—
mong different metaphor theories and discussing some problems in current metaphor study. It is found that different schools of
metaphor theory to some extent have attached importance to either the form or meaning of metaphor thus suggesting the ‘con—
struction” nature of it. The relationship between different schools of metaphor theory is not discrete; rather there is some inheri—

tance involved. Hence the general course of the development of metaphor studies can be viewed as a cline.
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