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Evaluating Fairness of High-stakes Language Test:
An Empirical Approach Based on Chinese Matriculation English Test
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Due to the increasingly important role that large scale and high stakes language testing plays in today’s society and different
stakeholder groups test fairness has become one of the key research topics in educational measurement field. Based on a review of
the definitions and theoretical frameworks of test fairness this paper proposes a definition from the aspects of metrology and socio—
logy and constructs a theoretical framework which contains two inter—related dimensions: measurement fairness and social fair—
ness. And then it proceeds to provide detailed steps on how to integrate the two dimensions in test fairness evaluation practices
based on Chinese Matriculation Test ( English Test) ; moreover the relation of the two dimensions is clarified and suggestions on
how to promote better test fairness in China is discussed. The study helps develop professional standards for language testing fair—
ness in large scale and high stakes language tests theoretically and practically.
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