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An Interpretation of the English Event Telicity from the Perspective of
Time-frame Adverbials and Time-span Adverbials
Shuang Wen-ting Zhao Ya=xing

( Wuhan University of Science and Technology Wuhan 430065 China; Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China)
On the basis of the event type classification by Vendler and Smith this paper explores from the perspective of the lexical
aspect the effect of the time+rame adverbials and the time-span adverbials on the telicity of all kinds of event verbs/verbal phra—
ses. Under normal circumstances the collocation of either of the two kinds of adverbials with a certain event verb or verbal phrase
is subject to their semantic compatibility in telicity. However the abnormal collocation of them is not uncommon. Such abnorma-—
lities can be justified by appropriate contexts. At the syntactic level the semantic expression of event verbs’/verbal phrases” mea—
nings in the lexical aspect is constrained and influenced by the grammatical aspect required by the sentence. Only the harmonious
co-occurrence of the two aspects can contribute to the logically and grammatically correct semantics in telicity.

Key words: time-{rame adverbials; time-span adverbials; event; telicity

( event semantics) °
( aspect) Vendler

( event-types) D4 (

( telicity) o ( event) ) ( states) . ( activities) .
( accomplishments) ( achievements) 4

o o ( Vendler 1967:97 —121) Smith Vendler
( semelfactive)
% “«

"( 11&ZD189) .
40



2017 4
3 o
stative durative telic
( Smith 1997:20) . within an hour/
Situations Static | Durative Telic day/week /month in an hour/day/week /month
Stat N N for an hour/day/week /month
ates
Activity + °
Accomplishment + + ( bounded)
Semelfactive ( )
Achievement + (for an hour
\,4;,‘) 5
desire want love hate °
know believe : run walk swim
push a cart drive a car run a mile °

draw a circle walk to school paint a picture grow

up deliver a sermon recover from illness

recognize find stop start reach the top

win the race spot someone °

( time+rame adverbial) .

verbial) ( )
( ) .
Vendler  Smith (

( endpoint)

( Schmiedtova 2008: 363) Radden Dirven

( Radden Dirven 2007: 41) .

I3 ”

write a paper

: John is writing a paper.
writing a paper
( lexical aspect)

( grammatical aspect)

( time-span ad—

( atelicity) o

o ( )

within an hour

N 3
for an hour/day/week /month
(D He pushed the cart for an hour.
@ He drew the circle in an hour.

o

pushed the cart drew the

circle o

the circle
big circles
o big circles
drew big circles o
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He drew big cir— @ Goodell walked in three hours after it opened
cles in an hour o to find out that 180 people already had signed up for
in for : He drew big cir— an NFL fan club.

cles for an hour.

o Zwarts (2005: 740) 3
( %
) o
@ Alex swam ( “in / for an hour) .
@ Alex swam to the beach (in / " for an
hour) .
(B Alex swam towards the beach (" in / for an

hour) .

swim
swim to the beach to
towards swim towards the beach
o towards

(® He was reading a book.
(D He read a book.
© @

o Travis

( Travis 2010: 15)
Mary ran in three minutes.
run
in three minutes

°

o Travis

113

” ( coercion) ( ) o
“ ”( Corpus of Contemporary A—
merican English) o :
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for an hour
for an hour
for an hour
o Dixon

”( measure phrase) for

( Dixon 2005: 304) .
@ A: You whipped the dog two hours solid.
( two hours for)
B: I only whipped it for about three seconds.
( two hours for)
a0 for
two hours solid

o

for for about three seconds
Swan
(1996: 204) for in

@ I haven't seen him for/in months.

°

for
12 Before examining the second grammatical
aspect available to speakers of English the Progres—
sive we turn for a moment to lexical aspect. ©
a for a
moment Iowe

turn to lexical aspect for a moment. for

a moment

for

; o “for +

o We turn to lexical aspect for a moment

for a moment “ ” “
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- Let’s stop for a rest for a rest )

for o a3

@3 Then they stopped for two months to write o

and prepare the rest before taking to the road again.
( British National Corpus)
a3 for two months stop
write o
and parepare the rest ° He has arrived for three days®
3 o arrive
4 o
. Richards  Schmidt( 2010: 34 © “ "o ( 1999: 135 —
35) ( internal semantics 136)
of verbs) ( states) . ( activi— @0 The United Nations has been established for
ties) . ( accomplishments) ( achieve— 44 years.
ments) 4 ©; ( progressive) @ The birds have deserted the nests a long
( perfect) o while. ( a long while for)
@® Ive given up smoking these many years.
( ) ( these many years

. ( ) )

o o P=V +X P X
( Swan 1996:203) : o A% X v
@ Iwve known her for a long time. N N ( )
@ 1 know her for a long time. o X ( )
Swan a»
a o o a book books o X
know X
for a long time o
a» walk to to;
walk
towards towards stay at
o ( Natural Language at o X ( ) X
Processing) o
( N ) think telic think out
( out think out
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@ I have studied English for three years

for three years

( 1999: 132) .

Routledge English Grammar: A Uni-
versity Course( Downing Lock 2006) .
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